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Upcoming Events: 

�  Thursday, April 19, 2007:  
 GSA Lunch meeting: Joint meeting with Geological Society of Alaska. 
   

Your Alaska State Geological Survey: What's on the horizon? 
 

Bob Swenson 
 

State Geologist, Alaska Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

 
 

At the ConocoPhillips building, 700 G St, Room ATO-1. 
Check in at the front desk.  

$18 w/reservations or $23 at the door. 
To RSVP call the GSA reservation line (263-7678) or email: ak_gsa@yahoo.com 

 
 



Abstract 
 

Very few geoscientists would dispute the claim that Alaska is a virtual ‘candy store’ of 
geology.  When compared to other regions of our continent, Alaska certainly has one of 
the finest ‘selections of flavors’ to choose from. Besides hosting the largest oil and gas 
field ever discovered in North America, we are blessed with a multitude of geologic 
provinces that contain a complex suite of tectonic, sedimentary, metamorphic, 
mineralized, and magmatic terranes. In addition, the surficial processes that are 
constantly changing our landscape range from alpine to coastal, and arid-frozen Arctic 
to coastal rainforest.  I cannot think of a geologic discipline that would go wanting for the 
lack of an exciting problem to decipher, and it could be argued that we have merely 
scratched the surface. 
 
Your Alaska Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys is fully engaged in 
increasing our geologic knowledge of the state and has developed a diverse set of 
programs to help address the vast geologic issues.  New project areas and expansion 
of existing programs are providing much-needed information that will help explorers, 
policy makers, and communities make informed decisions in a dynamic world. Recent 
changes in the global commodity market have catapulted Alaska’s vast resource 
potential into the forefront, and public realization that we live in a complexly interweaved 
physical and biological environment has fully awakened the debate of human 
involvement in the earth’s natural processes. 
 
These are exciting times.  
 
To address the changing political, economic, and physical environment, the Alaska 
Survey is in a constant state of metamorphosis.  In this talk I will provide highlights of 
the many programs being undertaken at the survey.  We will also explore into the future 
and discuss what geologic information will be needed to help Alaska move forward in a 
scientifically informed state of flux. For example, we are expanding our efforts in 
geohazard analysis across the state to keep pace with increased development activity, 
as well as accelerated natural hazards associated with a warming Arctic. Our energy 
group has moved into the subsurface with newly acquired data, and broadened its 
efforts to include a number of poorly understood basins across the state. The minerals 
group is expanding our high-resolution airborne geophysical coverage and is moving 
our detailed mapping efforts into new areas of mineralization. Our communications 
group continues to develop our web-based database, which has seen a dramatic 
increase in data distributions with more than 300,000 maps reports being downloaded 
last year alone. These are but a few of the important activities we will discuss with the 
hope that with awareness comes involvement. 
 



 

Speaker’s Biography:  
 

Bob Swenson received his Bachelor of Science from the University of Montana and 
Masters degree in geology from the University of Wyoming, with emphasis in structural 
geology and contractional terranes. He began his geologic pursuits in Alaska in 1991 
working for ARCO Alaska in the New ventures group, fondly referred to as the “Dead  
Basins Society”.  In that tenure he had the good fortune to help map and analyze the 
geology of sedimentary  and structural provinces across the state from the Gulf of 
Alaska to Cape Lisburne , and from ANWR to the Alaskan Peninsula.  In that effort he 
was exposed to some of the finest minds in geology, a humbling experience indeed.  
Bob left the industry in 2002 to pursue exploration with his father in Montana and 
Alaska, and then joined the State’s geologic pursuits as research director for the Alaska 
Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys.  Bob is currently the state geologist and 
acting director of the survey and is again being humbled by both the complex geology 
and the great people that spend their lives trying to decipher it. 

 
 

President’s Column 
 

I heard our sole U. S. Congressman, the Honorable Don Young, on a radio talk show 
this morning, vehemently disputing the existence of global warming, while at the same 
time ranting that it isn’t caused by our actions anyway.  As geoscientists, we are aware 
that the Earth’s climate has seen significant changes over time, and there can be no 
doubt that global climate change is a fact, whether or not we are to blame.  It is really a 
matter of whether or not, we and other species of plants and animals inhabiting the 
Earth will survive a change in climate.  I do hope, for the sake of our one delegate to the 
House of Representatives, that Don Young and the rest of the world’s ostrich population 
will survive this fictitious threat to our existence. 
 
This thought provides a nice segue to my next topic, which involves education, and 
GSA’s role in promoting geoscience education.  The GSA Officers met last week to 
discuss our scholarship program, and we are excited to report that, thanks to a 
generous donation last year from Chevron, we have decided to increase our scholarship 
giving this year to provide five scholarships, rather than one, as in past years.  We have 
committed to take steps to continue this growth in our scholarship giving by seeking 
additional corporate sponsorship and advertising revenue to support students actively 
studying geology and geophysics at the graduate and undergraduate levels.  If you 
would like to help, or have thoughts on how to strengthen this program, please give me 
a call or drop me an email, or contact any of the other GSA officers with your ideas. 
 
Spring is finally in the air.  I can smell it, and I think I just stepped in something nasty.  
However, it is so nice to see the extending daylight hours, and warmer temperatures.  It 
seems to have stopped freezing at night this week, and the snow is receding rapidly 
from the roof and yard.  We must be about ready for one last big, wet snowfall to cap off 
a serious winter season.  But the thought that boating, fishing, flying, gardening, outdoor 
tennis, etc. are within reach is enough to get anyone excited, and I am anxious to hang 
up the skis and get into the summer activities.   



 
We have a joint luncheon meeting this month with the Alaska Geological Society, which 
provides a great learning opportunity, as well as an exceptional opportunity to network 
with a large group of geoscientists.  I hope to see many of you at the meeting next 
week. 
   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Tom Walsh,  
GSA President 

 
Announcements 

 
 

May GSA Speaker   
Plan to attend the May 24th lunch meeting when the SEG Spring 2007 Distinguished 
Lecturer, Len Srnka, will give his presentation, Illuminating Reservoirs with 
Electromagnetics. 
 

GSA Website 
Website: gsa.seg.org! 
Copies of this bulletin are available on the website, along with past bulletins under 
BOREAS. Debra Oudean does our website updates.  Thank you, Debra. 
oudeand@chevron.com.   
 

GSA Scholarships 
The GSA scholarship program has expanded this year to include 5 scholarship 
recipients.  This expansion was made possible by a generous $5000 sponsorship last 
year from Chevron, along with contributions from our other sponsors and advertisers, 
which include: Mapmakers Alaska, PRA, PGS, Veritas, Schlumberger, and Western 
Geophysical. The GSA officers and directors have resolved to continue to build on our 
scholarship program in future years. For information, contact Paul Daggett, Pioneer 
Natural Resources Alaska, Inc., 907-343-2134, paul.daggett@pxd.com. 
 

Team Building Opportunities: 
SPE Golf Classic – Friday, June 29th, O’Malley Golf course. Scramble format, 7am 
shotgun start. $100 for SPE Members, $125 for non-members. Fee includes breakfast, 
green fee, golf cart, prizes, lunch, and beverages. To register: http://alaska.spe.org/ 
 
South High Football Golf Scramble- Friday, June 8, 2007, O’Malley Golf 
course. 7am-12pm, $150.00 per player, $600 per team. Includes green fees, golf cart, 
snacks & beverages, lunch, door prizes, ditty bags. To register: 
http://www.sawolverines.com/docs/2007/GolfTournamentRegistrationForm.pdf, 
Or contact Peggie Gallagher, 223-4208, peggie@gci.net. 
Sponsorship opportunities available. 



 

Advertisers  
We are grateful to our advertisers for supporting the Geophysical Society of 
Alaska.  Please recognize their support by your patronage.  Thank You!  
 
 

BOREAS: Newsletter of the Geophysical Society of Alaska, PO Box 102794, 
Anchorage, AK 99510-2794 
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2006-2007 Geophysical Society of Alaska Board 

 

Name Position Email Phone 
Tom Walsh President tom@petroak.com 272-1232 
Monte Mabry 1st VP mmabry@conocophillips.com 265-1653 
Dave Sheley 2nd VP d.sheley@conocophillips.com 265-6021 
JD Cox Treasurer jdcosalaska@gmail.com 339-9332 
Peggie Gallagher Secretary/Editor peggie@gci.net 272-1232 
Paul Daggett  Scholarship daggettp@pioneernrc.com 343-2134 
Debra Oudean Website oudeand@chevron.com 263-7889 
Larry Smith Advertising ljsmith@gci.net 317-2329 
Robert Hunter Past-President robert.hunter@asrcenergy.com 339-6377 
        





 
 



 

 
 
 
 
     Change companies lately?   
   At a new address?   

  Email address changed? 
 

        Keep us up to date on your whereabouts! 
 

    Send your address updates to: JD Cox 
 

          jdcoxalaska@gmail.com         907-339-9332 (cell) 
 


